The Wicie ringing station was one of several stations which cooperate within the SEEN organization (SE European Bird Migration Network). The station was located west of the small village of Wicie located in northern Poland on the central part of the Baltic Sea coast. The station was situated on a narrow spit between Kopañ Lake and the Baltic Sea and has operated since 2010. Data were collected during three spring and five autumn seasons. Birds were caught in mist-nets, which were placed mainly in bushes and reed beds. Over 55 000 birds of 113 species were caught and ringed during eight migratory seasons. Many of them were also tested for directional preferences in Busse's cages.
of succession from peatland formation and now the area is covered by Willow (Salix sp.) and Alder Buckthorn bushes surrounded by a carpet of Soft Rush (Juncus effuses).
The ringing station was manned in the years 2010-2014, but netting covered nearly the entire spring and autumn bird migration seasons only between 2011 and 2013. Spring activities began on 25 March and continued to 25 May. During the autumn season netting was conducted from the beginning of August to midNovember. All nets were checked every hour from dusk to dawn. During all seasons we used about 450 linear metres of nets with mesh size 16 mm, usually placed in the same locations. During the field work we followed the standard protocol used by Operation Baltic and the SEEN network (Busse and Meissner 2015) .
After species determination the birds caught were aged and sexed (if possible) according to plumage features and sometimes skull ossification (Busse 1984 , Svensson 1992 , ringed, and measured. The data determined in the trapped birds included the level of fat deposits on a 9-point scale (from 0 to 8) proposed by Busse (2000) , wing and tail length, wing formula, and weight to the nearest 0.1 g. Moreover, some of nocturnal migrants were tested in Busse's cages for their directional preferences (Busse 1995 (Busse , 2000 Busse and Meissner 2015) . 
RESULTS
During three spring and five autumn seasons 55 264 birds of 113 species were caught and ringed. During spring migration 14 397 birds were ringed, and over twice this number in autumn -40 867. In eight seasons of activity the Wicie ringing station provided 24 records of rare species, verified by the Polish Rarities Committee (Table 1) . To show real dynamics of migration only individuals trapped in 2011-2013 within a standardized period were used. The standardized period for spring covered 61 days (24 March -25 May), while for autumn it was extended to 104 days (1 August -15 November). The median date for spring migration was 18 April and for autumn 8 October (Fig. 2) .
Among the six most numerous species caught in the years 2011 to 2013, during spring migration the Siskin (Spinus spinus) was the earliest and the Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla) the latest, while in autumn the first species to depart was the Blackcap and last were the Great Tit (Parus major) and Blackbird (Turdus merula) ( Table 2) .
Such an extended period of field work at 54°latitude should cover most of the spring and autumn passage of passerine species, with few exceptions, such as the Common Rosefinch (Erythrina erythrin) or Siskin -very late and very early spring migrants, respectively (Fig. 3) . The Siskin, as a short-distance migrant feeding mainly on seeds, can afford such an early arrival in spring. The same strategy would be highly risky for many insectivorous species, which arrive much later in the season after vegetation has fully developed. The pattern of median passage dates among the six species analysed more or less followed general rules, where the latest species in spring migrate earliest in autumn (Buskirk et al. 2008) . Moreover, for different species this general migration schedule is connected with distance of migration and preferred food type. A good example which confirms this mechanism is the Blackcap and the Robin (Erithacus rubecula). THE RING 37 (2015) 61 800 Both of these species are mainly insectivorous and among the species analysed they have the longest migration distance, particularly the Blackcap, of which some populations spend the winter south of the Sahara. In the period 2011-2013, both during the spring and autumn migration seasons, the most numerous species caught was the Robin (N Spring = 6 355, N Autumn = 5 927) (Fig. 4) . 
